
 

MURPHYS CEMETERY DISTRICT 

Minutes of the Board of Directors meeting  Thursday, February 20, 2025 

 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 7:09 P.M. by Chair Karen Kaua 

in the EPVMD Hall AKA The Lion’s Hut at 99 School Street, Murphys, CA. Present 

were Trustees Karen Kaua, Jackie Reeves, Jeff St. Louis, Patti Cripe, and Kimberly 

Trent. 

QUORUM: A quorum of three active board members, with 2 more to be sworn in, 

was present. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Dane Wadle, CSDA Senior Public Affairs Field Coordinator 

attended. He introduced himself and offered his full assistance to us as a new 

board and as we go forward. 

OATH OF OFFICE:  Swearing in of board members: Kimberly Trent, her first 4 year 

term, Patti Cripe, her next continuing 4 year term. Jeff St. Louis was previously 

sworn in at a special meeting on Feb. 4, 2025. 

APPOINTMENT OF NEW OFFICERS FOR 2025:  

1.​ Chair: Jeff St. Louis. Motion made by Kaua to accept his position, Trent second 

the motion all in favor-5, no-0. 

2.​ Vice chair: Karen Kaua. Motion made by Trent to accept her position, second 

by Cripe, all in favor-5, no-0. 

3.​ Secretary: Reeves/Trent Co Secretaries. Motion made by Kaua to accept these 

positions, St. Louis second, all in favor -5, no-0. 

All officers are now in place for 2025. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Special meetings on December 5, 2024 and February 4, 

2025.    Being unable to locate the minutes from special meetings,  St. Louis made 

a motion to locate those minutes, Reeves second, all in favor-5, no-0.  



CORRESPONDENCE: 

1.​ SDRMA on resources for new board members. Discussion. 

OLD BUSINESS:  

1. Update on columbarium installation. Discussion. 

2.​ Update on installation of water system for the new area. Discussion: 

Installation is weather dependent. 

3.  Review of special meeting on February 4, 2025 to discuss approval of A-1 Tree 

bid to begin work within the cemetery. Kaua made motion to approve and notify 

A-1, Reeves second all in favor-5, no-0. 

4. Maps for the Sections in new area. Discussion: Reeves will locate the new 

section maps to present at next meeting. 

5. Discussion on changing plot size of all remaining plots in Section 6 to cremains 

plot size of 4’9” and having all full burials in Section 7 of new area. It was decided 

that we need to relocate pins in order to best map future burials which will 

require digging the pins out from under debris and dirt in Section 7. A motion was 

made by Trent that we hold a special meeting Sunday, March 9, 2025 at 1 pm in 

the cemetery for this purpose. St. Louis second, all in favor- 5, no- 0. 

6. Discussion on holding a Community Clean up Day involving the Scouts. Proposed 

Saturday, April 26, 205 from 8:30-noon in the cemetery, weather permitting and if 

help available from Scouts. Kaua to reach out to Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts, and to 

advertise across local social media to assist. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Discussion of board tasks and who will do them in 2025. Kaua has emailed a 

copy of list to board members. 

2. Form 700 Financial Interest reports: due by April. Discussed. 

3.​ Ethics course required for new board members as soon as possible and 

repeated every 2 years in even numbered years. Discussed. 



4.​ Statement of Facts Form 405: Roster of board members to be filed ASAP. 

Discussion. 

5.  Trespass Enforcement Authorization Sheriff form: Submitted 1/17/2025 for the 

2025 year. 

6. Public Record Request from Don Masters. Request responded to by Maureen 

Elliott on 12/20/24. 

7. Review and possible revision to wage schedule for Groundskeeper position. 

Board agreed to increase his salary $2.00/ hour, from $24 to $26 per hour.  Kaua 

motion to approve, St. Louis second, all in favor-5, no-0. 

GROUNDSKEEPER REPORT:  

1.​ New burn and Air Quality Permits will be needed soon. Discussed. Kaua to 

obtain permits. 

2.​ Water turned off for winter. No action needed. 

FINANCIAL REPORT: 

1.​ County financials: YTD 12/31/24. 

2.​ Budget v. Actuals and Itemized Category reports: YTD 12/31/24. 

3.​ Kaua made a motion to move $47,560 of funds in Maintenance of Buildings 

and Grounds to Structures and Improvements for the cost of the columbarium 

that was budgeted under wrong line item. Second by Reeves, all in favor- 5, no- 

0. 

4.​ Invoices: 

a.AT&T wireless service $82.89 due 12/17/24; $82.89 due 1/17/25 

b. AT&T for phone book listing $4.43 due 12/24/24; $4.43 due 1/23/25 

c. Cal-Waste for bin rental: $27.94/month for December 2024, January and 

February 2025. 

d. Reimburse Jeff Garrison $78 for dump fees; $166.85 for mileage; $50.83 

for hardware store purchases 



e. Gold Electric $768.43 for replacing lights at flagpole 

f. Streamline $1260 for website hosting 

g. J.M.Boone & Sons $47, 560 for columbarium installation 

h. Maureen Elliott, reimburse $16.64 for copies of maps 

 

Motion by St. Louis to pay current bills including bills paid by Kaua personally to 

be reimbursed to her. Reeves second, all in favor-5, no-0. 

DATE OF NEXT REGULAR MEETING: Thursday, May 15, 2025. 

ADJOURNMENT: 9:16 PM, Reeves motion to adjourn, Trent second, all in favor-5, 

no-0. 

 


